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NPC Conference on East-West Relations 


‘SEND THE ARMIES HOME’ 


—H. N. Brailsfar2’s solution 


PPHE complete withdrawal of all Allied armies to their home lands as a 
"first move towards a peace settle ment was advocated by Mr. H. N. 
Brailsford when he addressed the National Peace Council’s Conference on 


the Soviet Union, the West and World 


The four-day conference, attended 
by 400 delegates representing sixty 
British national organisations, was 


The Foreign Ministers’ 
Conference 


Y the time this is read the Four 


Foreign Ministers wil] have had 
their first meetings. By that time, 
too, they may have had their last and 
gone back to their several capitals. 
I cannot foresee what turns the wheel 
of fortune will take in the intervening 
period, but there are certain funda- 
mental issues which can be examined 
no matter what decisions are arrived 
at when the Ministers meet. 

What was the purpose of the meet- 
ing? To arrive at a political and 
economic settlement of Germany; to 
draw up a treaty with Austria; to 
discuss the American proposal for a 
long-term treaty of guarantee against 
German rearmament. 

Those were the items which were 
to form the basis of the agenda, and 
in order to get the agenda prepared a 
junior staff was installed. Then for 
a week or more four men, normally 


COMMENTARY 


by 
LLEWELLYN CHANTER 


rational human beings quite able to 
conduct themselves with decorum in 
their private affairs, took leave of 
their senses and spoke pages to each 
other straight out of “ Alice Through 
the Looking Glass.” 

The Times Diplomatic Correspond- 
ent, who usually maintains a poker 
face when commenting on_ inter- 
national affairs, failed utterly to iron 
out the imbecilities from his report. 
If he had done he would have had 
nothing left to write about. He did 
drawwthe line, however, at telling his 
readeys that one of the four diplo- 
matic|junderstrappers knocked a mir- 
ror over and smashed it thus adding 
an atmosphere of impending catastro- 
phe to the pall of futility that over- 
hung the proceedings. 

By the week-end these deputies had 
achieved exactly nothing. No agenda 
was prepared because whichever way 
round one deputy wanted it the three 
others decided it would look better in 
the opposite direction. So they gave 
it up and waited for Tuesday to 
arrive in the hope that the principal 
players could come to an agreement 
where to put the stumps before the 
bowling started. 


East and West 


ASSUMING that the four principals 
will not be able to put up a 
better performance than their depu- 
ties—an assumption one feels entirely 
justified in making at the moment of 
writing—and the meetings end in 
deadlock, is one entitled to hold the 
opinion that their failure is catastro- 
phic from the point of view of world 
peace? On balance I would say no 
to that question. The meeting of the 
Foreign Ministers, while designed 
primarily to seek certain specific ends, 
is, in actual fact, a final effort to dis- 
cover whether the East and West can 
get on to better terms with each other 
and in that lies a great deal more 
than is immediately apparent. 
International tension has now been 
pushed to a point at which war would 
seem to be the inevitable next step. 
Jt is not a fortuitous circumstance 
that democracy has almost made its 
last bow in Czechoslovakia, that 
politicians from the Eastern European 
countries are seeking sanctuary in the 
West if they are lucky enough to 
escape prison or the rope; that the 
two western “ Cominform” countries, 
namely France and Italy, are in a 
state of disintegration bordering on 


civil war. None of those manifesta- 
tions have come about by accident or 
misfortune. They have been brought 
about by purpose and design. 


No remorse 


WHEN the conference in Moscow 

last March broke down it was 
hoped that the political climate would 
change to allow a resumed conference 
to take place under fairer conditions. 
Matters could not get worse, it was 
said, therefore they must either stay 
as they are or get better. But what- 
ever happened the Soviet Government 
knew perfectly well that their position 
would not be materialy altered come 
what may. There were, indeed, 
plenty of reasons for supposing that 
the worse the conditions became the 
better would be the outlook for Soviet 
Russia. The fact remained that not 
one word of genuine remorse was 
uttered by the Russian press and radio 
that the conference had completely 
broken down. 

Can it be said that any constructive 
attempt has been made since last 
March to bring about better climatic 
conditions except by Mr. George 
Marshall, the American Secretary of 
State in putting forward his scheme 
for the reconstitution of economic life 
in Europe? No matter how cynical 
the friends of Russia become when 
the Marshall Plan is mentioned it still 
remains true that the plan was con- 
ceived in a spirit of altruism and 
quickly acted upon by all the western 
nations, and too quickly acted upon 
in the case of two of the more easterly 
ones. 


Plan and plot 


AS opposed to the Marshall Plan 

there is supposed to be a Molo- 
tov Plan which, if our observation is 
correct, is now coming to fruition. As 
distinct from Mr. George Marshall’s 
scheme which was based upon a desire 
to construct, Mr. Molotov’s scheme 
is founded upon the necessity to de- 
stroy or bedevil. Nowhere in any of 
Mr. Marshall’s utterances can I find 
one reference to the desirability of 
breaking up the economic cohesion of 
the eastern European states. To my 
knowledge there has been no inter- 
national conference, similar to that 
held in recent weeks in Poland, con- 
vened for the express purpose of ex- 
horting political agents in all the 
capitals of Europe to make it their 
business, first and last, to prevent 
Jugoslavia from federating with Bul- 


(CONTINUED ON PAGE SIX) 


Peace last Saturday. 


guided in a thorough investigation 
of East-West relations by speakers 
who shared the generally felt sense 
of urgency. The conference is being 
featured in the B.B.C’s Russian lan- 
guage broadcasts. 

Opening the discussion Mr. John 
Lawrence, former Press attaché in 
Moscow, stressed the part played by 
centuries-old divisions in the 
estrangement of Russia and_ the 
West. A religious Iron Curtain had 
hung across HKurope in the Middle 
Ages; today, however, he thought 
one of ‘the most hopeful factors was 
to be found in the very real growth 
of religion in the Soviet Union. 

Professor Janko Lavrin, after 
warning of the danger of letting the 
gap between Russia and the West 
develop into an abyss, turned to Tol- 
stoy for evidence that Russia had, 
even in the past, been communally 
minded to a far greater degree than 
the West and claimed that every 
true Russian socialist had within 
him a safeguard against mechanical 
totalitarianism from without. 


The “ Curtain States ” 


The value of the small “ curtain 
states ” as a link between East and 
West was emphasised. Their desire 
to avoid another war would, he 
thought, lead to a pacifist ideology, 
and because of their nationalistic 
curtailment they would concentrate 
on culture, and restore the balance 
of humanity so much needed in the 
world. Prague was undoubtedly 
the world’s most dynamic city in 
cultural affairs today. The building 
of the Yugo-Slav “ Youth” Railway 
had shown the possibility of inter- 


‘national; co-operation at a new level. 


Proréssor Haldane and Lord Lind- 
say of ‘Birker examined the different 
conceptions of democracy and free- 
dom current in the West and East. 
It was almost ‘impossible for  Rus- 
sians to understand British 
democracy with its Opposition paid 


‘to make the task of Government 


more difficult. A comparison was 
drawn, however, between the lack of 
interest shown in local government 
in Britain and the keen interest the 
average Russian took in his village 
and factory committees, where local 
grievances were aired. 


No reason for fear 


While it was agreed that there 
were profound differences over con- 
ceptions of democracy, there seemed 
no reason to fear the Soviet system. 
If we did fear that system and fear 
also that war would come in conse- 
quence, then there was every likeli- 
hood of that which was feared 
coming about. There was no sign 
that the Soviet Union contemplated 
military aggression. The expansion 
that had taken place was obviously 


for the purpose of defending the 
boundaries of the Union. 

Professor Harold Laski, discussing 
British policy, said that we should 
not be afraid of being accused of 


appeasement, since nothing could be 


OUGHT WE To 
MAKE WAR ON THESE 
WAR MONGERS 7 


for peace-terms deadlock 


more natural than for one Socialist 
government to break down the 
barriers which divided it from an- 
other. Unfortunately, he added, the’ 
Kremlin does not believe that the 
Labour Government will win the next 
election, but rather fears. that 
Churchill will be once again leading 
Britain in an anti-Russian role based 
on his Fulton — speech. British 
actions in Greece only confirm Rus- 
sia in the belief that her diagnosis 
is correct. 

“ Now,” concluded Professor 
Laski, “is the time to experiment in 
friendship.” 

Dealing with the impact of Ger- 
many on East-West relations, Mr. 
H. N. Brailsford told of the dread of 
war he found in every German heart 
during his recent four months stay 
in that country. 

He felt that European peace could 
not be ensured for many years if 
Germany was divided. Rumours in 
Berlin suggested that the Russians 
were contemplating the same steps 
which had been argued in the U.S. 
by Walter Lippmann: that the Allies 
should make peace by withdrawing 
all armies—not only from Germany, 
but also from Greece, Palestine and 
Korea—to their national homes. 
Only by such ‘a withdrawal, 
coupled by further aid for an anti- 
Nazi central government in Ger- 
many could the revival of Nazism 
be prevented and world peace be 
assured. 

The final session of the conference 
was devoted to a study of the part 
individuals could play in improving 
Anglo-Soviet relations. 

Mrs. Beatrice King, of the Society 
for Cultural Relations with Russia, 
stressed the need to challenge all 
statements about Russia “always 
being in the wrong, and Bevin and 
Co. infallibly right.’ 


Improving relations 


Many speakers pleaded for a more 
cautious examination of the many 
criticisms of Russia. There should 
be more readiness not only to go the 
second mile in dealing with that 
country, but also to complete the 
first. 

From the floor of the Conference 
came several calls to strengthen the 
movement for peace in our own 
country. It was suggested that the 
NPC, having taken a lead in the task 
of improving Anglo-Soviet under- 
standing, should endeavour to get the 
support it rightly deserved from all 
groups in the working class move- 
ments of this country; in addition, 
everything should be done to streng- 
then and encourage those who were 
working for peace in the U.S. 

A unanimous declaration stressed 
the supreme importance of the peace- 
ful development of a united Germany 
in which the economic basis of mili- 
tarism and Nazism had been elimin- 
ated. It also urged the importance of 
securing the fullest possible trade 
exchange between Britain on the one 
hand and the USSR and the countries 
of Eastern and South Eastern Europe 
on the other; achieving the widest 
possible personal and group contacts 
between the peoples and called on the 
Governments coneerned to give the 
necessary facilities and encourage- 
ment to the making of these contacts. 
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POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
Gt. Britain. Abroad. 
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INDUSTRIAL 
CONSCRIPTION 


F you countenance war, you coun- 
tenance industria] conscription in 
time of war. It is now clear that if 
you countenance war, you counten- 
ance industrial conscription in time of 
peace as well. You cannot spend 
your blood and treasure, year after 
year, on the destruction of the Con- 
tinent to which you belong, and get 
away without an economic crisis: 
and if destruction justifies industrial 
conscription, how much more so does 
reconstruction? 


No great foresight was needed to 
point this out at the very beginning 
of the War. Yet when labour direc- 
tion was introduced at that time, we 
were told it was a temporary mea- 
sure, to be abandoned when hostilities 
were ended. If the authorities who 
told us that were sincere, it shows 
how short-sighted authorities can be. 
Whether they were sincere or insin- 
cere, we are entitled to demand good 
reasons for believing them this time, 
when they assure us yet again that 
labour direction is ‘“ temporary.” 


So far no such reasons have been 
forthcoming. There is no _ good 
reason for supposing that Britain can 
restore her pre-war standard of liv- 
ing, even at the price of a permanent 
export-drive; still less for supposing 
that this export-drive can be perman- 


ent. On the contrary, we know from 
experience that the moment the 
market is saturated, we shall be 


brought into head-on collision with 
foreign manufacturers, and the out- 
come of that can be one thing only— 
a still more violent economic crisis, if 
not war again. 


How can this vicious circle be 
broken? By using our momentary 
recovery to build a fully socialised 
Britain, as part of a Socialist 
Europe? So the Socialists say: and 
just because the nationalisation of 
iron and steel is irrelevant to recovery 
itself, it is encouraging to see the 
Government proposing it—here is 
proof that they do look beyond tomor- 
row. But nationalisation is worth 
little if it only means a remoter and 
more powerful boss; and unless a 
better incentive than fear of unem- 
ployment is produced, socialism itselz 
will involve industrial conscription. 


Those who deplore industrial con- 
scription, therefore, must not merely 
relieve their own feelings by impotent, 
protests; they must relieve their 
country: by exploring alternatives. 
They will find that there are two: a 
sense of responsibility towards society 
as whole, and a sense of vocation for 
the work itself, 


These two, however, are practically 
inseparable. For responsibility to- 
wards society is a dream, unless the 
society in question is small enough to 
be immediately known, unless it is, in 
the real sense, a “community ”; 
whilst those of us who have experi- 
ence of “communities” know that 
even in them it is absent or weak, 
unless the members are fulfilled in 
their work. Moreover, if they are 
not so fulfilled, how can they ever 
relinquish that standard of living 
which depends upon expont-drives and 
colonies? The question of vocation 
stands at the very centre of our social 
problem. 


It was not for nothing that the 
Churches, in 1939, included among 


1 RENOUNCE WAR AND | WILL NEVER 


SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER 
@ This pledge. signed by each member, is 
the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. Send 
(YOUR pledge to 


P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS Ks 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh Se., WCI | 


A Berlin viewpoint 


EAST 


AND 


WEST 


by Heinz Kraschutki 


CAN imagine that people 

who have the privilege of 
living in Paraguay or Tasmania, 
when reading in the press about 
the tension between East and 
West, may lean back, yawning, 
and say: “I wonder what will 
come out of all this.” 


We, in Berlin, are not in a position 
to do so. When I go to my daily 
work, I pass through some streets 
where I see American _ soldiers, 
American sentinels, and then, a 
quarter of an hour later, I pass 
through some other streets with 
Russian soldiers, Russian sentinels. 
Here they are, both of them, and here 
they will remain for the next twenty 
years or more, 

Whether we like the Russians and 
the Americans, whether we like the 
one and hate the other, or whether 
we hate them all, is of very little 
importance. Here they are, we have 
to live with them. To be on bad terms 
with the Occupation Powers would 
not pay. 

But it is not sufficient to be on good 
terms with them. Should there be 
any serious trouble between them- 
selves, it is here, in Berlin, where both 
worlds meet, where the first bombs, 
atomic and others, would rain. We 
should see the beginning, and not be 
interested in knowing where the finish 
might be fought out. Because we 
should not live to see it. 


What can be done? 


So, to work for smoothing down 
the tension between East and West is 
not only our ideal, it is our interest 
as well. But what can be done? Re- 
ports of international conferences at 
Lake Success and elsewhere are not 
reassuring. The diplomatic represen- 
tatives of the Great Powers alle busy 
thundering their accucations @gainst 
the militarists of the other side. May- 
be that all they say is true. Only, 
militarists are usually rather tough 
people. For them, the other is the 
enemy. Instead of repenting of their 
sins, they may be even satisfied that 
the other is so angry. 

We, who are no diplomats and have 
to deal with ordinary people, should 
not lose our time in blaming the 
militarists of either side. They will 
not listen to us. I certainly do not 


their Five Standards for a New World 
Order, “ the restoration of a sense of 
divine vocation to man’s daily work.” 
Vocation means more than mere pre- 
ference or choice; it really is some- 
thing divine; it is one of those moral, 
as distinct from material, liberties for 
which, as Laurence Housman has said 
(PN, Oct. 31), a man “must fight to 
his last breath”: and this fact will 
soon become evident, for there are 
those who will stand up for their 
vocations even at the risk of being 
directed into mail-bags. 

But it is not only in the name of 
personality that industrial conscrip- 
tion will have to be resisted at some 
points; it will have to be resisted in 
the name of society itself. For only 
if Social Democracy means a society 
of producer co-operatives will it ever 
be able to dispense with industrial 
conscription; and only if the sense of 
vocation is preserved, will Social 
Democracy ever mean that. Asked in 
the House last week whether any 
provision had been made for con- 
scientious objection to his Control of 
Engagements Order, Mr. Isaacs 
hesitated; he asked to be excused 
from entering into the question. But 
if industrial conscription is enforced 
without regard to this question, the 
death-knelt- of Social Democracy will 
have sounded. 

_ The tragedy of our present situa- 
tion is that vocation is hardly 
imagined, except in connection with 
the arts, and the “fine arts” at that. 
But if those who still know what it 
really means can give substantial 
proof that they are working for a 
New World Order, in which all men 
can share their fulfilment, their re- 
sistance to conscription will be justi- 
fied; they may even turn the last act 
of the tragedy into the first of a 
comedy instead. 


love those Americans who spend hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars’ in 
splitting up new atoms or for con- 
structing new bombs. But I do love 
those Americans, far more numerous 
as they are, who send millions of food 
parcels to hungry Europeans. Why 
not better appeal to the many good 
people that do exist everywhere in 
the world, East and West, and make 
them stronger by our sympathy, in- 
stead of assuring the militarists that 
we don’t like them? 


Cultural progress 


I think we have to learn a lot from 
the Americans. Not from all of them, 
perhaps, but from very many. I 
think we have also to learn a lot from 
the East, Let me quote one example. 

Before 1918, several nations in the 
innermost parts of Asia, like the 
Calmucks, had been living as nomads, 
nearly as savages. Illiteracy was 100 
per cent., their languages were only 
spoken, never written. Then, young 
Russians would penetrate into those 
regions, listen to how the people were 
speaking, fix up the languages in 
frammers and school books, build 
schools and begin to teach the young 
people. Now, illiteracy is nearly 
eliminated, a cultural progress unique 
in the history of the world. Now, 
should we not admire, should we not 
try to be friends with those Russians 
who did this splendid work, who did 
it silently with the outer world pay- 
ing very little attention? Should we 
hate them, only because there are 
other Russians who believe’ in 
militarism ? 

I know that those Calmucks who 
thus could rise out of the deplorable 
state in which they had been are not 
yet perfect. Though they have 
Jearned to read and to write in a 
remarkably short time, moral educa- 
tion will take a longer period. Two 
or three generations perhaps. So it 
is a fact that soldiers from the East, 
when occupying Germany, did not 
always behave as perfect gentlemen. 
eae have been astonished if they 

ad. 


War does not educate 


We pacifists, at least, should 
know that a long, terrific war is not 
the best means to educate men to- 
wards being kind and considerate. 
Besides, soldiers of other nations were 
not either perfect gentlemen when 
all was over. As for the behaviour 
of soldiers occupying foreign 
countries, I, being a German, should 
perhaps better drop the topic.... 

But though I think that a steady, 
permanent appeal to the many food 
people in the world, East and West, 
will bring more results than blaming 
the bad ones, I fully realise that the 
task is difficult. Is that now a reason 
for not tackling it, or for delaying 
it? I think not. Maybe we shall not 


GUY FAWKES 


NOVEMBER 5 was not the end of 

the matter for Guy Fawkes. He 
still had to pay for his escapade and 
had begun to do so by the end of 
November. I hope therefore that you 


will not think a reference to Guy: 


Fawkes out of date on November 28th. 

On November 5 we planned a Guy Fawkes’ 
Day procession. We had special posters pre- 
pared, on ome side cf which the question was 
asked—"‘ Who is the Gg¥y?"—the answer being 
given on the other sj¢w—‘‘ You, if you allow 
conscription.” Special handbills were printed 
stating that Guy Fawkes wanted to destroy 
the House of Commons and that we wanted to 
destroy Conscription, setting out some of the 
reasons for this, and asking for help in the 
task. 

Now we have to pay for the printing. If 
you could not come to help in the distribution 
of the handbills, you “would no doubt like to 
help up to pay for them—if you are one af 
those who want to destroy Conscription. 


MAUD ROWNTREE, 
Treasurer. 


Fund since 
Years's total to date: 


Contributions to Headquarter 
Nov. 14: £18 10s. 0d. 
£192 9s. 2d. 


Donations to the fund should be sent, marked 
“‘Headquarters Fund,"" to the Treasurer at 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 


live to see the result of our efforts. 
Is that now a reason to do nothing? 


We, of the white race, have a 
wrong conception of what Time 
means. We think an action is use- 


less, when the result cannot be reaped 
tomorrow. Let us learn from the 
Indians, from the Chinese. They are 
accustomed to think in centuries. 


The fruit of mistrust 


Between the two wars we German 
pacifists knew that if the German re- 
armament, begun in secret the very 
day of the Armistice 1918, could not 
be stopped, Germany would plunge 
into another horrible war—and lose 
it. So we spent the best years of our 
lives in trying to stop what we saw 
was coming. It was in vain. The 
mistrust between East and West was 
already then so strong that the 
alliance that could have avoided the 
catastrophe was not achieved. It was 
in vain, but who of us would repent 
the effort made then? We are striv- 
ing for a new mentality in the world, 
we know that this cannot be attained 
m a few months. No sincere effort 
made to this effect is quite in vain, 
it adds to the slow but steady change 
that is in progress. 

And even if it should have been 
quite in vain, we have to act all the 
same. Remember that many, many 
soldiers went into this war, and died 
in it, fully convinced that it was all 
in vain. They simply obeyed. 

_We also obey—our conscience. It 
bids us fight for Peace, so we do it, 
without asking whether the result will 
be visible. We know that many 
others, in all countries, are doing the 
same. But we would do what we 
have to do, even if we were alone. 

Those soldiers sacrificed their lives 
for a cause in which they did not be- 
lieve. We do believe in our cause; 
should we do less than they did? 

The highest authority we know in 
the world, the only one we recognise, 
is our conscience. Should we obey 
this, our conscience, less than those 
soldiers obeyed their sergeants? 


Letters to the Editor 


This slavery 


MR. W. R. PAGE apparently relies, 
+ as most who have not studied 
the Control of Engagements Order, 
1947, No. 2021 do, on the promises of 
the Minister of Labour as to what is 
going to happen when the Regulation 
is made actually operative through 
Employment Exchanges. He is a 
very simple-minded person who can be- 
lieve, after our experiences on Mili- 
tary Conscription, that those promises 
will avail once the Regulation is sent 
to (the officers of the exchanges to ad- 
minister them. 

This Order will freeze persons, 
especially in the distributive trades, 
to their present jobs unless, of course, 
they become redundant and unem- 
ployed. Should they fall into that 
category they will be directed; they 
will, of course, get the wages and con- 
ditions which apply to their new occu- 
pations, but those may well be below 
those which they enjoyed before they 
were directed. A man may be offered 
four different jobs in four different 
coal mines, and should he finally re- 
fuse the lot he will find himself in 
prison. 

It would be well if those who agree 


so readily to directing others would 
begin to think that they themselves 
might some day be directed to work 
in the fields or at the coal-face, and 
remain there until they reach 50 years 
of age. They may then realise what 
all this means. 

Finally, Mr. Page will have it that 
“the Government is entitled to be cer- 
tain that labour stays in the essentjal 
industries unti] the economic crisis is 
eased.” Wil] he tell us when he thinks 
it will ease? Five, ten or twenty 
years? Some of us doubt if, after 
six years of the greatest destruction 
in history, it will not remain with us 
for a longer period than the duration 
of the War. 


House of Commons, 
London, S.W.1. 


RHYS J. DAVIES. 


No changing 


I WOULD like to correct a statement by 
Bill Page in his recent letter when he 
maintained that movement from one firm to 
another within the trade ia allowed under 
the new Order. This is only true of people 
normally employed in coalmining or agr‘:ul- 
ture. In all other cases permission from the 
Local Office of the Ministry of Labour is 
required to take up employment. 


A. E. TOMLINSON. 
34 Southwood Ave., Highgate, N.6. 


“The public can influence the Government” 


KATHLEEN 


ON ATOMIC POWER 


HARING the feelings of those unable to get to the Caxton 

Hall on Monday evening, to hear Dr. Kathleen Lonsdale and 
Prof. Pryce speak on the theme, “No Atomic War!”, I called 
last week in her study at University 
College, to put some of the questions I would have liked to ask 
at the meeting and give readers the benefit of her answers, 


on Kathleen Lonsdale 


“How,” I asked, “do you think that 
war can be averted? And what 
relevance, if any, has pacifism to that 
objective?” 

“ [don’t think war in the immediate 
future is likely,” she replied. ‘“ The 
immediate choice facing the people 
of this country is between making 
use of our supply of plutonium for 
turning atomic energy to industrial 
purposes, and storing 1t up for use in 
atomic bombs. If we decide to do the 
former, we shall be committed to a 
policy of neutrality, for no country 
without the atomic arm will be cap- 
able of fighting in the future; but if 
we decide to do the latter, we shali 
never be able to preserve neutrality 
even if we want to, since we shall be 
expected at any moment to join one 
belligerent or another.” 

“Do you think that British neu- 
trality would serve in any way to 
prevent a Soviet-U.S. war?” s 

“T think if we not only proclaimed 
our intention of dispensing with the 
manufacture of atomic weapons, but 
invited the representatives of other 
countries to come and inspect our 
plant, it would certainly help to clear 
the air internationally.” 


SECURING PEACE 


Kathleen Lonsdale believes, how- 
ever, that world peace can only be 
secure when the two Great: Powers 
submit to inspection and international 
control. “I feel sure the Russians 
would be willing to do so,” she said, 
“if the Americans first destroyed 
their stock-pile. But to expect them 
to expose all their secrets, while the 
Americans hold on to their bombs, is 
ridiculous. Why should they trust 
the Americans to destroy them— 
later? I have spent some months In 
America lately, and I can see nothing 
there myself to inspire trust in 
American politics. Indeed, I would 
find it easier to trust the Russians 
who have at least an ideal.” 

“You favour the Gromyko Pro- 
posals, then?” 

“T think they ought to have been, 
and still ought to be, taken far more 
seriously than they are. 

“Tf the Russians had had a mon- 
opoly of the atomic bomb, and had 
made the Baruch offer to America, 
America would undoubtedly have 
rejected it.” 

“And supposing an_ inspectorate 
were established, and a subterranean 
atomic bomb plant discovered, say, in 
the Middle West—-what should the 
next step, in your opinion, be?” _ 

“That reminds me,” she smiled, 
“of the old question we are always 
asked, ‘What would you do if —? 
It is no use looking too far ahead: 
let us be sure that our first step is 
right. After all, we have gat to be- 
gin trusting some time.” 

I asked what steps you and I could 
take to secure these ends. The most 
important thing, she felt, was to 
rouse people from their inertia. 
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second-hand clothing and_ shoes, 
blankets and sheets, books: the 
Porch of St. Martin’s in the Fields, 
Trafalgar Square; Housman’s 
Bookshop, 124 Shaftesbury Avenue, 
W.C.2; Peace Pledge Union, Dick 
Sheppard House, Endsleigh Street, 
W.C.1; Women’s International 
League, 104 Southampton Row, 
W.C.1; International Students’ 
Service, 59 Gloucester Place, W.1; 
Catholic Committee for Relief 
Abroad, 39 Charles Street, W.1; 
Friends Relief Service, Friends 
House, Euston Road, N.W.1; Ran- 
some’s and Rapiers, 32 Victoria 
Street, S.W.1; (for local depots 
see posters). 


LONSDALE 


“ Everyone is so apathetic,” she ex- 
claimed, “they feel that they can do 
nothing about it. But they can. I 
always cite the effect which the out- 
ery over dried eggs had on the Gov- 
ernment a year ago—by writing to 
MPs and so on, the public really is 
able to influence the Government. I 
think meetings could be staged in 
connection with the Atomic Train, at 
present touring the country, from 
which resolutions could be sent to the 
Government demanding {that atomic 
energy be used only for industrial 
purposes. They would not be without 
effect, for all the evidence suggests 
that our Cabinet has not yet made up 
its mind on this issue.” 

“JT wish,” Kathleen Lonsdale added, 
“that Peace News confined itself to 
presenting an objective view of the 
world-situation, such as no other 
paper, except perhaps the Manchester 
Guardian, tries to do. By mingling 
your news with propaganda for paci- 
fism, you tend to put people off it. 

“You would agree with me, I take 
it, that pacifism as such is hardly 
relevant to the problem of preventing 
war?” 

“ Yes. Mind you, I think Dick 
Sheppard was right to try and get 
such a large number of signatories to 
the Pledge that Britain’s panticipa- 
tion in war would be impossible: but 
nobody stayed out of the war simply 
because he had promised to; and most 
of those who promised to did so only 
in the hope of preventing war, and 
therefore had no reason for keeping 
to their promise once the war had 
begun. The PPU can serve a valu- 
able purpose by supporting and link- 
ing together COs who would other- 
sited be even more isolated—that’s 
all. 


MEANS AND END 


I thought there might be great 
value in an association of people de- 
termined, in the present situation, to 
defy the doctrine that any means is 
justified by the end, and Kathleen 
Lonsdale granted the possibility. 
But her main concern is the preven- 
tion of war, and her hones are centred 
upon the Atomic Scientists’ Associa- 
tion. 

So far, she pointed out, this Asso- 
ciation has been concerned simply 
with keeping the public informed of 
the implications of atomic energy, so 
that whatever decisions are taken 
will not be taken in total ignorance. 
But the Scientists themselves might 
yet reach a concensus of opinion on 
the best policy to be pursued by this 
country, and their authority would 
carry weight, not only with the people 
but the politicians. For “clear- 
thinking minorities do more to make 
policies than multitudes.” 

I had no time to ask her more 
auestions—but some of you will, on 
Monday at 8 o’clock, and I recommend 


you not to miss the chance. 
F. A. LEA. | 
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Challenge to Pacifism 


HI. MEANS AND ENDS 


A. J. MUSTE concludes his article which was ins pired by reading 

“ Neither Victims Nor Executioners” by Albert Camus’in the July- 

August issue of the magazine Politics, and the Paris Letter by H. J. 

Kaplan in the September-October issue of Parisian Review entitled 
“A Minor Scandal in Paris.” 


HE most important issue 
before the world, then, is 
not that of Communism versus 
capitalism, nationalism versus 
internationalism, Russia versus 
the United States. It is violence 
versus non-violence. The ques- 
tion before us as pacifists is how 
we can bring that truth home to 
our fellows and how we can work 
most effectively for the triumph 
of non-violence. 

And here I want to comment on the 
nature of pacifism and its basis; and 
again to make use of the articles to 
which I am _ so greatly indebted. 
What they make clear 1s that the 
political problems before our age 
cannot be solved on the merely politi- 
cal level, unless first we get to the 
deeper level of the human, the ethical, 
the spiritual. Men have to know 
themselves as men, not animals or 
mechanisms, and as such they have 
to make moral decisions. It is per- 
verse, contrary to the nature of 
things, to set up an end and then use 
the means, whatever they may prove 
to be, to attain that end. Men in any 
such programme become less than 
men, They become tools. But since 
human beings cannot really be mere 
tools, they are dehumanized; they ex- 
perience moral disintegration. We 
must begin with men, morally respon- 
sible beings made for fellowship. The 
human society, the brotherhood, is 
both means and end and will shape, 
more accurately grow into, its end. 
Pacifism, in other words, is a spirit, 
a way of life or to use Camus’ Gallic 
phrase “a style of life.” 


The dignity of man 


First comes the assertion of moral 
autonomy and the dignity of man, 
the moral decision not to conform, not 
to “go along,” but instead to resist, 
to fall out of line. To resist, as 
Camus puts it, “international dicta- 
torship! to resist on a world scale; 
and to resist by means which are not 
in contradiction with the end we 
seek.” 

The great political problem of our 
time, says Kaplan, “is not to demon- 
state the malignant disorder of 
capitalism, but to face up to the ques- 
tion: what comes next?” And the 
answer begins, he contends “ by refus- 
ing to function in the world’s system 
of servitudes. By refusing the 
circles of power and subjection.” And 
later: 

“The sanction Rousset keeps 
seeking, for certain types of be- 
haviour, and which the Communists 
find in an indefinitely distant and 
treacherous future—ig not the 
future. the last refuge of the 
scoundrel ?—can only be found by 
perverting our conception of man 
himself. That this conception is 
historically determined ig interest- 
ing, but in the end cela ne tire pas 
a consequence. We live in our his- 
tory, not above it, and we finally 
choose between drinking our armag- 
nac or throwing it into someone’s 
face.” 


Conformity 


In that last phrage he is referring 
to an incident described in his article 
which it is not necessary to recount. 
The point again is the issue between 
conformity, “going along,” drinking 
wine with a heel, or refusing to con- 
form, asserting human dignity, re- 
gardless of the consequences and even 
though one acts alone. 

There are those who question 
whether this so-called individual paci- 
fism is relevant any more. First of 
all, in the basic spiritual sense, in a 
world of conformism and_ terror, 
nothing is more important than that 
the individual should at least not go 
along, should be an individual. Since 
it is so utterly important that men 
should understand, should see this, it 
may be worth while to take a moment 
to quote at some length one of the 
nobler utterances of Sartre, the 
Existentialist. He is talking about 
the men of the Resistance and the 
torture they endured and how sense- 
less it seemed not to vield, not to “ go 


along,” not to give the information 

the torturers sought. But the re- 

sistants who did not give in 
“broke the circle of Evil and re- 
affirmed the human, for themselves, 
for us, even for their torturers .. 
Everything conspired to discourage 
them: s0 many signs around them, 
these faces bent over, this pain with- 
in them, all joined to make them 
believe that they were only insects, 
that man wag the impossible dream 
of roaches and bugs and that they 
would awake ag vermin, like every- 
body else. 

“Man was something they had 
to invent with their martyred flesh, 
with their hunted thoughts which 
were already betraying them: be- 
ginning from nothing, for nothing, 
in absolute gratuitousness; for it is 
within the human that one can dis- 
iinguish means and ends, values, 
preferences, but they were still at 
the stage of the world’s creation 
and they had only to decide sover- 
eignly whether, within it, there 
would be something more than the 
reign of the animal. They refused 
to talk, and man wag born of their 
silence.” 


Free association 


The counterpart to the assertion of 
the individual against dictatorship 
and regimentation, to the moral de- 
cision made before God alone, in the 
depths of the spirit, is the association 
of man with his brothers in freedom. 
It is the game human essence in man 
which expressed itself in the negative 
and in the positive form—in non- 
violent but definitive non-submission 
to, non-co-operation with, dictator- 
ship and deceit, and also in fhe per- 
sistent assertion and practice of 
fellowship and community; in draw- 
ing the line against all the devices of 
appression by whomever fashioned 
and in refusing to draw the line 
against any human beings. 

To turn to Camus once more, he 
speaks of 

“the needs of an era which has 
found no philosophical justification 
for that thirst for fraternity which 
today burns in Western man. There 
tg no idea, naturally, of construct- 
img a new ideology, but rather of 
discovering a style of life. 

“Let us suppose that certain in- 
dividuals resolve that they will con- 
sistently oppose to power the force 
of example; to authority, exhort- 
ation; to insult, friendly reasoning; 
to trickery, simple honour. Let us 
suppose they refuse all the advan- 
tages of present-day society and 
accept only the duties and obki- 
gations which bind them to other 
men. Let us suppose they devote 
themselves to orienting education, 
the press and publie 
opinion toward the principles out- 
lined here. Then I say that such 
men would be acting not as 
Utopians but as honest realists. 
They would be preparing the future 
and qt the same time knocking down 
a few of the walls which imprison 
us today. If realism be the art of 
taking into account both the present 
and the. future, of gaining the most 
while sacrificing the least, then 
who can fail to see the positively 
dazzling realism of such be- 
haviour 2?” 

H. J. Kaplan closes his article by 
quoting a line from a poem by a 
friend: “ We shall raise insurmount- 
able barricades around the places 
possessed by love.” 
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THE RISE OF 
CHRISTIAN 
SOCIALISM 


Maurice To Temple: A Century of the 
Social Movement in the Church of 
England, by Maurice B. Reckitt. 
Faber & Faber, 16s. 


HIS book tells the story of the 

rise of “Christian Socialism” 
from the time when F. D. Maurice, 
the movement’s founder, was sacked 
for his social teaching, to the time 
when William Temple, its most re- 
cent leader, became Archbishop of 
Canterbury. 

The story iis one neither of success 
nor of failure, but of a struggle which 
ig still in progress. Its theme is the 
gradual awakening of one branch of 
the Christian Church to its responsi- 
bility for claiming not only heaven, 
but also earth as the kingdom of 
Christ. : 

Before the birth of this movement 
about a century ago, the Church 
of England had allowed its gospel 
to shrink to the dimensions dictated 
by the expanding industrial system 
around it. It was necessary to the 
free functioning of laissez faire 
capitalism that the religious and 
business spheres should be held apart. 
And so when F. D. Maurice and his 
followers applied Christian principles 
ta economic affairs they discovered 
m mental blindness ‘in the Church, 
mvhich has taken nearly a century for 
its cure. 

A ‘hundred years ‘ago the issue was 
a straightforward one of achieving 
the elements of social justice for all. 
But Maurice lived long enough to see 
the problem become deeper and more 
complex. He saw that eventually the 
struggle would have to be carried 
through on two fronts, against both 
‘the unsocial Christian and the un- 
Christian socialist.’ 4 

Today the emergence of highly 
organised and centralised states, and 
the harnessing of atomic energy have 
combined to set the “‘ social problem ” 
in a yet wider context. For now 
Christian sociology must deal with the 
structure not only of |the national, 
but also of the world community. 

Is such a Christian sociology— 
principles of social life arising out of 
the Christian ravelation — possible ? 
A century ago Anglicanism implicit- 
ly denied it. The Church’s only 
answer to the faults and injustices 
of society was assumed to be the in- 
fusion of a “ Christian spirit’ into 
the existing social order. But the 
rise of the movement depicted in Mr. 
Reckitt’s book was the growth of the 
realisation that this was a mere 
evasion, and that the Christian spirit 
could not be used to lubricate an in- 
trinsically un-Christian economy, but 
was rather a force which, once re- 
leased, would inevitably disrupt the 
present system and create a new one. 

In spite of a century’s efforts, the 
work of Christian sociological think- 
ing is still a pioneering activity on 
the vital frontier between the Church 
and the world which it exists to save. 
To this work Mr. Reckitt’s book is a 
valuable historical introduction. Writ- 
ten with an equipment of wide know- 
ledge and competent scholarship 
which is the author’s setvant and not 
his master, it makes pleasing as well 
as profitable study. The reader’s path 
is constantly lighted by vivid phrases 
and luminous similes, and his spirit 
refreshed by gusts of Chestertonian 
humour. To the specialist in the his- 
tory of Anglicanism these lectures 
will come as an important contribution 
to his subject, and \to the general 
reader ag a stirring reminder of the 
Churches’ task. 

J.H. 


This year’s ® 
CHRISTMAS PAMPHLET 


is on new lines 


Specially designed ag an_ illus- 
trated folder, it is suitable for 
passing on. It speaks of the 
necessity for peace and is called 


A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 


Subseribers to PN pamphlets will 
automatically receive a copy. 
Others can obtain a aample for 
4d. Limited supplies are avail- 
able for 48. a doz. (post free), 
including envelopes from 


PEACE NEWS, 3, BLACKSTOCK RD., N.4 


*Editions 


Your World Tomorrow, by Prof. A. M. Low. 


F the Applied Scientists have a 


High Command, one imagines that 
it will order the immediate shooting 
of Professor Low, without trial. 
Slowly, sometimes almost impercep- 
tibly, they have been taking over 
control of affairs, changing old habits 
and customs, arousing 2 minimum of 
organised opposition, when along 
comes the Professor and exposes the 
whole of their plans. So loudly and 
persistently does the wretched bird 
eackle that surely even the dullest 
will take a look at the clutch of eggs 
it has laid. And one look ought to 
be enough. . 


World television is to enable us “ to 
look-in at the explorer stalking a 
tiger ” in the jungle (tigers? jungles? 
~-In this push-button world?), or to 
play a game of cards with friends in 
four different continents, as if all 
were in the same room. Presumably, 
this mgenious little device will also 
enable us to be watched, minute by 
minute, in our water-closets or 
marriage-beds, and it will be a god- 
send to the Secret Police. 


Cars will go a hundred miles per 
hour on “scientifically constructed 
roads from which all pedestrians ... 
are eliminated.” (But some, one 
hopes, will be nimble enough to skip 
into the ditch first). 


The colourless, complacent voice in- 
forms us about cabbages weighing a 
hundredweight, completely new types 


A WRITER'S 


Hutchinson, 16s. 

artificially bred, | and 
pictur- 
. (but) buildings which are 
virtually living accommodation, office 
and factory.” 


of animal, 
“farms that will not be... 
esque .. 


Houses? “The advantages of pre- 
fabrication are so obvious that opposi- 
tion can only be based on misconcep- 


tion or financial interest.” War? 
Scruples against gas or bacteriological 
warfare are just “foolish.” “It may 


seem ludicrous to suggest that child- 
ren will be conditioned from their 
earliest days to live and work in gas 
masks.” But don’t worry — “every 
new weapon represents a technical ad- 
vance that can have its application 
for peaceful purposes.” 


And so on, and so on. “ Work is 
doing something we do not want to 
do in someone else’s time.” God does 
not appear in the picture; the author 
is an emancipated man who cannot be 
hampered by primitive superstitions 
of that nature. 


Of course, from one point of view, 
the whole thing is a grand source of 
rich, belly-aching jJaughter. But, 
from another there is no joke about 
it. It is hard to imagine any good 
reason why human _ beings should 
want to exist in such a world, and 
probably none will. Meanwhile, we 
have been warned. In his flat-footed 
way, the Professor shows us the 
sights. Ail] over the place the alarm 
bells ought to be ringing by now. 


JOHN WARD. 


- WARNING 


On Becoming a Writer, by Vera’ Brittain. UHutchinson, 10s. 6d. 


ft is a little embarrassing for one 

in the “slowly becoming ” class 
to have to review a work on “ becom- 
ing”? by one who has “ become.” Out 
of humility one might be tempted to 
betray one’s own honesty, or, being 
painfully conscious of a fqur-years-old 
son careering round the room and 
moaning like a cow in calf, launch 
into an excited approbation of Miss 
Brittain’s insistence on a writer be- 
ing able to devote himself whoily to 
his work, undisturbed, and to cham- 
pion the £500-a-year-and-a-room-of- 
one’s-own cause, which Virginia Woolf 
considered an essential. 


But in all honesty I can see little 
excuse for this book, except the one 
ingenuously implied in the blurb, i.e., 
the publishers know there are 
sufficient mugs who believe they can 
gain a fortune from the pen to ensure 
a steady sale. Not even Hazlitt ex- 
pected an author to do more than 
write “well or ill” and certainly not 
be bound “to make a fortune at all.” 
Well, Miss Brittain does a good job 
in disillusioning. We know the 
chances of making a fortune are 
pretty remote, but it’s comforting to 
read that her first two novels made 
for her only £16. 

What else can “On Becoming a 


' BELGIAN MEN 


{,OR those who can read French, 
here is a little book about a 
pacifist written by a pacifist. It is a 
“Homage to. Georges Eekhoudt,’* 
Antwerp-born humanitarian writer, 
by Hem Day, WRI Council Member 
for Belgium. Although Eekhoudt is 
no doubt somewhat better known. in 
literary circles across the Channel 
than his biographer, nevertheless, the 
latter is closer to English pacifists 
(many of whom, like myself, are per- 
sonally acquainted with him), than 
the former. 


One might say: very kindred spirits. 
Eekhoudt, who died in 1927, was -a 
protestant against the slaughter of 
1914-18, and suffered for his stand. 
He was a rebel—a lover of humanity, 
especially down-and-out humanity 
and “les hors-la-loi,” and an inveter- 
Action,” 


““Pensee et Brussels. 


36 frances. 


Writer” do? It can give practical 
tips on how to submit MSS, informa- 
tion ,about literary prizes, and 
general notes on the business of writ- 
ing. Miss Brittain, herself, admits 
that the most books on .authorship 
ean do is “ confront the beginner with 
the inescapable realities of his career 
at an early stage, and thus help him 
to avoid or overcome those element- 
ary errors of knowledge and_ be- 
haviour which absorb time and 
energy that could be sperit construc- 
tively on learning his craft.” 


In other words, the writer will go 
on writing anyway. Books on author- 
ship are as little use as correspond- 
ence schools (I can’t understand why 
Miss Brittain should think them use- 
ful.) But Miss Brittain easily wan- 
ders from the professed intention of 
her book into autobiographical remin- 
iscence, and this is what redeems it. 
For the picture it gives of Vera Brit- 
tain it is valuable. For its sandwich 
fillings of stories of her own literary 
life, it is sheer delight. The young 
writer who finds pleasure in its pages 
will find, too, this apt text for the 
“becoming ” from Plotinus: “If a 
man desires the good life except for 
itself, it is not the good life that he 


desires.” 
HARDIMAN SCOTT. 


OF LETTERS 


ate enemy of bourgeois hypocrisy and 
politics. Hem Day, too, has felt the 
slings and arrows that are directed 
against conscientious objectors, and 
no-one who ‘has experience of his 
kindly tolerance and simple philos- 
ophy can accuse him of bitterness 
against his fellow-beings. 


Georges Eekhoudt lived among, 
understood and depicted the Flemish 
with his pen, as did the inimitable 
Breugel with his brush. Hem Day 
hails from a different part of Belgium, 
and frequents the Brussels boulevards. 
He writes of international celebrities 
—of Einstein, Francisco Ferrer, Han 
Ryner, Cervantés and ‘Bart De Ligt. 
I see a vision of someone in the next 
generation compiling a “Homage to 
Hem Day.” And ending it in the 
Same way that Monsieur Day finishes 
off his effusion on Eekhoudt—“ Sal- 
uons ... un Citoyen de l’Humanité.” 

A.G.B. 


THE ONLY 
APPROACH 


Sovict Jewry, Palestine and the West, 

by Walter Zander. Victor Gollancz, 
s. 

V TITH the Jewish problem so acute 


today, Mr. Zander’s book is of 
particular interest in that it tries to 
be unbiased and earnestly searches 
for a solution of this vexed question 
which would do justice to all con- 
cerned. He traces the rise of Jewish 
nationalism (Zionism), analyses emi- 
gration, its causes and consequences, 
and throws some interesting light on 
the comparatively unknown develop- 
ments of Jewish life in Soviet Russia. 
He comes to the conelusion that 
Russia has so far attempted to give 
the most constructive answer to the 
Jewish question because she allowed 
complete assimilation and integration 
within the new social and economic 
life. At the same time those Jews 
who desired it had every opportunity 
to support their own _— schools, 
language, etc. All this led—as in the 
case of professing Christians—to a 
decline in religious worship. Though 
initially many Jews were actively hos- 
tile to Communism—like their Gentile 


fellow-men—they eventually aban- 
doned that struggle. 
One important point Mr. Zander 


makes is the re-distribution of 
Eastern European Jewry due to Hit- 
ler’s mass murders and the expansion 
of the Soviet state. This leaves 
searcely any Jews in Eastern Europe 
—apart from those in the USSR—and 
should therefore result in a stoppage 
of emigration to Palestine or the 
West, apart from a trickle (plus the 
displaced persons). Russian Jews (or 
Gentiles) are, of course, forbidden to 
leave the country. ; 

In spite of the integration of the 
Jews in Soviet life the author believes 
in a Jewish religious revival there 
going hand in hand with the revival 
of Christianity, of which many in- 
stances are gtven in the book and 
which the Soviet Government appears 
to be unable or unwilling to suppress. 

Regarding Palestine, Mr. Zander 
suggests that it is up to the Jews to 
“win the Arab’s heart” and thinks 
that it may not yet be too late. “We 
(Jews) must remain conscious of the 
fact that we owe him (the Arab) a 
debt,” This seems the right and only 
approach, and Mr. Zander feels that 
Arab sympathy can be won if there 
is less insistence on Jewish “ rights ” 
and more talk about obligations to 
the Arabs. 

Whilst saying that the Jewish claim 
for unrestricted immigration must be 
recognised as just, the author sug- 
gests a Federation of Arab states (in- 
cluding Palestine) to allay Arab fears 
of Jewish domination. 

In a chapter, “ Repercussions on the 
West,” he discusses the “double 
character” of the Jewish problem— 
Zionism on one side and non-Zionists 
on‘the other, and. whilst acknowledg- 
ing the distinct difference between 
Western Jews and Zionists, he be- 
lieves that a certain change of atti- 
tyde on the part of the former— 
largely due to renewed nersecution 
and the growth of nationalism every- 
where—can be discerned. “ Western 
Jews do not look any longer to 
Palestine merely as a haven.” 

The book was completed before the 
Palestine problem was brought before 
the United Nations but has lost none 
of its topicality and can be recom- 
mended to anyone wishing to read a 
fair account of a vital question. It 
would be interesting to know whether 
the author would see a first, dim 
light of hope—not only for the Jews 
but for mankind as a whole—in the 
agreement reached by America and 
Russia on this issue. 

K. H. FARNHAM. 


NO ATOMIC WAR! 
PUBLIC MEETING 


organised by the Peace Pledge 
Union 


CAXTON HALL, S.W.! 


(near St. James’s Park Underground 
¢ Station) 


Monday, DEC. I at 7 p.m. 
Speakers: 


Professor- M. H. L. PRYCE , 
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Save Europe Now 


NATION-WIDE EFFORTS 
FOR WINTER RELIEF 


s MPHE final result of our BBC Appeal on Sept. 21,” reports Save Europe 

—  Now,* “is now known. £8,660 6s. 3d. has been received, and has 
already been distributed among the sections benefiting from the Fund. 
Since last July the Friends Relief Service has received £10,500 from this 
fund, German Educational Reconstruction, £1,600, the Ecumenical Refugee 
Commission, £1,784, and our own supplies fund, £2,000. 


“We are now completing our an- 
nual circularisation and already more 
than £8,000 has come in. We have 
recently received from the Manchester 
and Salford Famine Relief Com- 
mittee a cheque for more than £400, 
raised partly from appeais in the 
Manchester Guardian but partly 
(£50 17s. 5d.) from a Prisoner of War 
Concert on Oct. 13, which was a great 
success. The hall was packed and 
many people had to be turned away. 
The Worthing Famine Relief Com- 
mittee also organised a concert at 
which Irene Scharrer gave a Chopin 
recital. This was even more success- 
ful and £151 14s. Od. was ¢he final 
result. 


CROYDON’S TOTAL 


_“The Croydon Save Europe Now 
Committee has sent us since May 1 
(partly as a result of their recent 
Week) 10.555 garments. 676 boots and 
shoes, and more than 14 ewt. of food. 


“Large supplies have come in re- 
eently from Edinburgh (Society of 


Friends) Mansfield, Worthing, 
Shrewsbury, Manchester and many 
other places. The Birkenhead 


Churches Committee have sent a fur- 
ther 24 cwts. of food and nearly 13 
ewts. of clothing to Kiel: the Mersey- 
side Committee a considerable quan- 
tity to a parish in the Russian Zone, 
apart from that they send for general 
relief. Streatham UNA has also sent 
a lot of food and clothing to Einbeck, 
near Hannover, and to a pastor in 
Hamburg. 


“Churches have been sending 
food, clothing or money, and 
sometimes all three. One hundred 


and twenty three different consign- 
ments of food and clothing have been 
shipped by us to Roman Catholic 
churches and schools in Germany 
from churches in this country since 
the early summer. 


NEW EFFORTS 


“We are now planning a Save 
Europe Now London Week, from Nov. 
30 to Dec. 7. Temporary depots are 
being set up all over the London area 
for food, clothing and books. The 
addresses will be published on posters 
and in local newspapers. All churches 
are being circularised and a big Ap- 
peal Meeting will be held at the 
Kingsway Hall, on Dec. 3, at which 
the speakers will be. H. N. Brailsford 
(who has recently spent four months 
in Germany), Miss Lettice Jowitt 
(lately General Secretary of the 
Friends Relief Service), R. R. Stokes, 
M.P., and the Right Hon. H. Graham 


* Save Europe Now 14, denrietta Street, 
London, W.C.2. 
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Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

When corresponding with PN about 
ek advertiaement, quote its  firat Rad 
words, classification, and date. . 


advertisements and to limit the fre-|rick 
quency of continuing advertisements. | Bring 


MEETINGS, é&e. Players, 


Programme from H Mister, 
CENTRAL LONDON Group, 8|Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd. a 


7.40 p.m.|don, N.4 


Endsleigh Gdns, W.C.1. 
Dec. 5, Social evening at 1 Endsleigh 
St., by kind invitation of Maud Rown- 
tree. 
Dec. 12, the Rev. 


Dec. 19, Embassy Theatre tc see 

“Where Stara Walk” (tickets S. 

Billson, 33 Compton Rad., 

3s. Gd.). All welcomed. 7.20 p.m. 
FRANCESCA WILSON 


Bazaar for International 
Service for Peace on Dec. 6, 3 p.m., 
at 29 Pelham Place—South Kensing- 
ton Tuhe, 

KINGSWAY HALL, W.C.2. 
Dec. 3, Lunch-hr. mtg. 
K. Zilliacus, M.P., “ The USSR and 


Discussion lectures every Sun- 
7.30 p.m. 


London Anarchist Group. 


NORTH LONDON Region. 
ham Friends Meeting House, 549 High 
(next 
5 Sat., Dec. 6, 4 p.m. 
We reserve the right to hold over|and Re-union. 
Figgis, 

and Buy 
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Christmas 


SHEFFIELD PPU. Heeley Friends |=: 
Music and Bring and_ Buy.| Adult School, Prospect Rd., Sat., Dec. Jock: 
Patrick Figgis.|6, 3 p.m. Christmas Fair. 


_ TOTTENHAM, N.17, Friends Meet- 
N.1.,/ing House, 594 High Rd. Dec. 4 


opens|¢sle. FCS, FRS, D.Se.. Member of | H#a%¢ you 
Voluntary | Atomic Scientists Assocn. 


BIRMINGHAM 
Party at Dick Sheppard House, Sat., 
Wed Dec. 6 3 
(115-215), Conjuror, Music, Games, Pooled Tea. 


WEIG fS i 
the West” Admission free. National it., wae aay te Si lec Gee | Eki 
Peace Council, 144 Southampten Row,] el of Peace!” ' 3 


Social hr_ follows. 


White. 
Chair. 

“Similar meetings are planned in 
Shrewsbury, Guildford, Liverpool, 
Manchester, Ealing and Bromley. 
Miss Vera Brittain, who has also re- 
turned from a visit to Germany will 
be speaking in Shrewsbury, Liverpool 
and Manchester. 

“We have had two special appeals 
recently. The first is just a repetition 
of an old one—for babies clothing and 
nappies, but it emphasises the grow- 
ing need and anything that can be 
done locally to increase the amount 
coming in, not only of clothing, but 
also of old sheeting and towels for 
nappies, will be a great help. The 
second appeal is for men’s clothing. 
Near Hannover there is a big transit 
camp for returning prisoners of war 
through which all repatriated pri- 
soners have to pass. Large numbers 
of prisoners from Russia are now 
arriving every week and they are 
nearly all in desperate need of cloth- 
ing. The supplies available are 
totally inadequate and _ frequently 
prisoners returning from this country 
hand over extra clothing they have to 
those who are so much worse off. 
recent gift of 400 dyed Battle Dress 
blouses promised us will be sent to 
this camp, but much more is needed. 

“Many people think uniforms 
may not be sent and do not know that 
we can get them dyed. This makes it 
possible for Committees to open 
special appeals for old uniforms, as 
well as civilian suits, and to approach 
ex-Service organisations such as the 
British Legion. Home Guard uni- 
forms and battle dresses are particu- 
larly valuable. We have been sent a 
number of photographs of these 
prisoners which illustrate only too 
well the need. 


CHRISTSIAS GIFTS 


“The campaign for special Christ- 
mas relief parcels for children is 
being opened with a Press Appeal. 
Copies will be available for local 
circularisation or local newspapers. 
Parcels may contain chocolate and 
sweets, other rationed foods and a 
greetings card. They must conform 
to the Ministry of Food regulations, 
not more than 7 Ibs.with wrapping, 
not more than 2 Ibs of any one ‘tem 
of food. “These regulations will not 
allow toys to be included. Commit- 
tees, however, running special Christ- 
mas collections for bulk shipments 
may appeal for toys, clothing, books 
and educational equipment as well, as 
they can be separately packed to ob- 
serve the Board of Tirade rules, and 
to satisfy Customs and Excise. 

“Huddersfield District Committee 
for Famine Relief have persuaded two 
large local firms to display Christmas 
trees on which gifts may be placed.” 


Victor Gollanez will be in the 
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to: Isabel 
Tel.: Grasmere 129. 
Dane form Vegetarian 


(Station: 
Ambergate 44). 


Speaker: Kathleen Lons- 


Germany a 
PPU _ Christmas |°Pinion? 


to all 
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PALESTINE PARTITION THREATENS WAR 


Jewish C.O.s face severe trial 


HE following letter has been 

received by the WRI from 

Nathan Chofshi on behalf of the 
Palestine Group :— 


““We feel that we are perhaps at 
the eve of some warlike event or of 
an Arab-Jewish war. The decision 
of the United Nations, more or less 
favourable to the Jews, and the ob- 
ject of the Partition, will be an- 
swered by the Arab Nationalists 
with threats of war. All efforts for 
a peaceful solution by meais of 
mutual understanding on a_ bi- 
national basis have been rejected 
by Jewish and Arab extremists. We 
are powerless against them, although 
even today we continue our work 
of enlightenment in small circles. 
Dr. Magnes has even dared in these 
stirring times to publish an excel- 
Jent article in the New York Times 
of Sept. 28—a last appeal egainst 
partition, and ‘for a_ bi-national 
Palestine. Agitation against Dr. 
Magnes was very great amongst the 
Jews, whilst amongst the Arabs 
one can hardly express to-day any 
free, independent opinion, as the 
opposition would act without mercy 
with knives, revolvers and bombs ! 

“Tn the meantime there is the im- 


Skin deep brotherhood 


ETER FRASER, N.Z. Prime 
Minister, is reported as saying at 
Canberra Peace Talks:~‘ We want the 
Indian and Pakistan delegates to feel 
that we are all here as brothers.” Yet 
since 1920, no Indians or Chinese (ex- 
cept a few close relatives of those 
already here) have been allowed to 
settle in N.Z. The colour bar is abso- 
lute, though not expressed in any 
statute. Only British citizens of 
wholly European rage may enter 
N.Z without a permit. In practice, 
Amerjeans of wholly European race 
enter as freely as British citizens. 
Permits for other Europeans 
especially refugees, have been meagre, 
and coloured people nil. Permits are 
at absolute discretion of Minister of 
Customs; the advent of a Labour 
Government in 1935 brought no change 
in policy or practice. 


minent evacuation of Palestine by 
the English Army. With the Arab 
troops at the borders, the Jews are 
making preparations for defence. 
The empty space which suddenly 
appears through the British evacu- 
ation creates a dangerous position, 
and greatly favours the possibility 
of an outbreak of war.” 


An appeal to UNO 


The Chairman of the WRI has ac- 
cordingly despatched the following 
appeal to the Secretary General of 
UNO (Lake Success, Long Island, 
USA), which he hopes will be backed 
up by other pacifist organisations :— 


Dear Sir, 
The Jewish-Arab 


The War Resisters' International repre- 
senting fifty-six affiliated Sections in 
thirty different countries of the world and 
individual contacts in eighty-four coun- 
tries, expresses its grave concern at the 
probable consequence af the plan for the 
partition of Palestine now being dis- 
cussed by the United Nationa. In view 
of the present attitude of the majority of 
both Jews and Arabs, such a policy seems 
likely to lead to war between the twa 
peoples with results which can only be 
harmful] to both, and may seriously en- 
danger the peace of the world. 


The despatch of armed forces under the 
authority of the United Nations, to en- 
force its decisian and prevent the outbreak 
of war will be no final solution. The 
mutual hostility of the two peoples is 
likely to be aggravated by guch action and 
ita violent expression merely deferred. 


conflict—Palestine. 


We are convinced that the only satis- 
factory solution to this very complex pro- 
blem lies in the mutual reconciliation and 
co-operation of the two peoples in a bi- 
national State carrying equal rights and 
liberties to the members of both communi- 
ties. We urge therefore that even if such 
a solution seems at the present moment to 
be impracticable, that the ateps taken now 
sha]l not be such as to preclude such an 
eventual realisation. Whatever authority 
or authorities are responsible for Pales- 
tine in the forthcoming months they 
should be instructed to take all possible 
stepe to further understanding and co-— 
operation between the Jewish and Arab 
peoples. 

On behalf of The War Resisters’ 
International. 
(Signed) H. Runham Brown 


Our young friends in Palestine are 
facing a very severe trial—namely, 
refusal to obey the order for Jewish 
mobilisation. In this difficult time, 
we want them to feel the strength of 
the solidarity and fellowship which 
comes from the Movement throughout 
the world. 


Chairman. 


Germany Revisited, by Victor Gol- 
lanez, 9d., thrusts home the moral of 
Mr. Wellock’s conclusions. It is an 
account which hardly bears reading, 
but must, all the more, be read. Here 
is the harvest of industrial power and 
export drives. Here too, is the 
“Christian Charity ” which the war 
leaders said would be shown to a 
surrendered Germany. Accustomed 
though we are now to horror, this 
booklet can touch us anew. 

Alone in the Midst is a little book 
which would appeal to many pacifists. 
In the form of a happily written 
story, it describes work which can be 
done amidst the deaf-blind, a path- 


MODELLING & WOOD-CARVING 


Lessons. Individual 


Publications received 


etically helpless fragment of man- 
kind too easily overlooked by us all. 
It is obtainable for 1s. 6d. from the 
Deaf-Blind Helpers’ League, 40 Green 
Rd., Hall Green, Birmingham, whose 
funds it assists. 

It was a good idea to make a col- 
lection of Pacifist articles, condensed 
in the popular American fashion. For 
The Gist, issued by the FoR, contri- 
butions have been taken from many 
ages and countries of mankind— 
Peace News itself has been under 
levy for a number of précised essays 
—and the result is very readable and 
instructive. It costs 25 cents. from 
21 Colidge Hill Rd., Cambridge, Mass. 

rn 


ae be G. 


PAMELA DUGDALE 


introduces 


instruction in]people of similar interests and deals 


ACCOMMODATION 


PHYSIO-THERAPIST urgently re- 
John | 222: residence on or near South Coast.| writers specially helped. Lesaone (cor- 


SEASIDE HOLIDAY acmdtn. for[Matthews, B.A. 

Totten- Vegetariana at Innisfree, St. Mary’s|Road, London, N.W.3. PRimrose 5686. 
Bay, Ashford, Kent. 

LAKE DISTRICT. “ Beck Allans " 

3 re it Siete 

ttractive Guest ouses for atrenu- 

Dr. Alex Wood. Pat- ous or restful holidays. 


Bank,” 


First class 
Dormitory accom-|We arrange advrtisements and pay 
modation at special rates. Enquiries | 200d commissions to any contacta in 
James at Beck Alilans.|provinces who will forward replies. 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. 
Guest House 
happy holidays or restful 
tion; all modern comforts. A. and K. 
Ludlow, The Briars, Crich,  Mat- 
Ambergate. 


eS ee a 
EDUCATIONAL 


FOREIGN MI Friends’ 
sent Shas erence Friende’ House, Eustan Rd., London. 


tions of the Peace Settlement with 


i pies price 
Friends Peace Cttee., Friends House,|wishes to meet male member. 


MORCOTT HALL, Marcott, Rut-|music, polities. 
Boarding Sehoo) for girls} Box 811. 
Progressive, international out- 
drama, 
certificate 
Healthy country life, vegetarian diet.| parties. send 6d. to Box 810. 


Private Studio. Write or telephone 
for appointment and further partics. 
to H. Nonnenmacher, Sculptor, 49 
Hornsey Lane Gardens, Highgate, 
N.6. Tele. Mountview 5788. 

HESITANT SPEAKERS and 
respondence or visit) 6a. Dorothy 
382 Primrose Hilt 


FOR SALE & WANTED 
REBILEX MUST buy typewritr. 


Full details from Rebilex Typewriter 
Food Re-|Co. Ltd.. 561 London Road, Westcliff 
for|on-Sea, Easex. 


recupera- 


LITERATURE, &c. 


QUAKERISM. Information and 
Literature respecting the Faith and 
Practice of the Religious Society of 
Friends, free on application to the 
Home Service Committee. 


Tel.: 


leaders of PERSONAL 
6d. from ORDINARY WOMAN member. 46, 
Com- 
panionship. Interests, philosophy, 
Agnostic. Country. 


_ PEN FRIENDS. If you like writ- 
dancing.|ing and receiving letters join the 
results.jgenuine Merton letter circle. For 


with human problems. Letters only 
to 244 Fulham Rd., London, S.W.10. 


SITUATIONS and WORK WANTED 

C.0. (26) requs. post in Architect's 
Office, London or Surrey. 33 yra. 
D.O. experience. 9 months Archi- 
tect’s Office. Box 813. 


MEDICAL ASSISTANTSHIP coun- 
try wanted, married, own car. Clay, 
6 Victoria Sq., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 2. 


C.0. 31 single, seeks interesting 
wk. (not heavy manua)), 7 yrs. land 
ete., pre-war London office, sugges- 
tions welcome. Partnership in busi- 
ness considered. Southern England. 
Box 812. 


FIRST CLASS duplicating: reporta, 
bulletins, memoranda, ete. Typewrit- 


ing. Mabel Eyles, 2 Aberdeen Park, 
Highbury, N.5. CANonbury 8862. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


INSURANCE IS now the best in- 
veatment. Accident and sickness 103. 
yearly. Several house purchase 
scree sie oe bonus on house-~ 

old policies. . C. Ho 
vey, Bedford. hae a 

A WORD to the ailing. Do not 
despair. Start today. Send for two 
2U-page booklets of encouraging life- 
conserving information about Garlic, 
which comes nearer to a universal 
remedy than anything given by 
Nature for the use of man. Send 


stamps 5d. to Allysol Co i 
ight, Sussex. f ee 
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Danger in appeasing Russia 


COMMENTARY CONTINUED 


garia or Poland from helping out 
Czechoslovakia, 

Yet the West has had calmly to con- 
template such an eastern European 
convention at which Mr. Zhdanov’s 
language was nothing if not im- 
moderate. “The USSR will make 
every effort to prevent the Marshall 
Plan being realised,” said Mr. 
Zhdanov as categorically as that. If 
the “friends of Russia” doubt my 
quotation let them refer to the 
authorised translation of the Russian 
delegate’s address. Those were the 
orders given in Warsaw and those are 
precisely the orders being carried out 
today. Which is preferable, I would 
ask, the methods of Communism or 
those of “ American Big Business ”? 
It is as well to remember a small fact 
which has only recently come to light, 
that when the sixteen nations met in 
Paris to draw up an assessment of 
their profits and losses despite the 
vilification that was being heaped 
upon the author of the Marshall Plan, 
upon the Plan itself and upon those 
participating in it, the delegates. of 
those nations were, by secret means, 
trying to assess the needs of their 
eastern brethren in the belief that one 
day they, too, would become bene- 
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| 
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© Nativity scene with shepherds. In 
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ecard. 4d. with envelope. 
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the Monthly Review 
of the things of peace. 
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throughout 1948 
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ORDER NOW! 


Send cash with orders for Christ. 
mag cards and Reconciliation 
to:— 


FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION 
38, Gordon Square, London, W.C.1}. 


‘There are those 


ficiaries. That fact impresses me as 
I hope it will impress those not so 
kindly disposed towards Mr. Marshall. 


Price of appeasement 


WHEN the Ministers are pur- 

suing their negotiations then, 
the one question which will constant- 
ly confront the three Western 
representatives will be “To what ex- 
tent should we go on appeasing 
Russia ?” We know her price will 
be very high. It always has been. 
We began to nay part of the price 
by recognising the dictatorship in 
Jugoslavia, and then finding that we 
had to protest against the conse- 
quences of that dictatorship. Then 
we paid a little more on account by 
recognising the Communist adminis- 
tration in Poland and then finding 
that we had to afford sanctuary to 
Mr. Mikolajezyk. Are we to appease 
Russia at the expense of Germany ? 
who say without 
hesitation that Germany should be 
restored to German rule as speedily 
as possible. I am among those, but 
I do not shut my eyes to the very 
obvious fact that Russia, which has 
a very great interest in the future 
of Germany, as well as in its Import- 
ance politically and strategically, has 
well prepared plans for taking over 
control of that country immediately 
Britain, France and America re- 
linquish their interest. Until the 
day arrives when we can be com- 
pletely assured that there will be no 


outside influence used by way of 
foreign-trained political agents and 
so-called “Free German’”’ armies 


we must be on our guard. 

Germany, and more particularly 
the western zones, are an integra 
nart of the Marshall Plan as a whole. 
To allow Germany to slip into the 
hands of those who abhor the whole 
conception of the Plan would mean 
the abrogation of the Plan _ itself. 
The nations of the west would then 
in all truth, have to rely upon the 
beneficence of America simply be- 
because they would be completely in- 
capacitated from organising | their 
own economy on a sound basis. 

In point of fact the issue at, ‘the 
Foreign Ministers’ conference lies be- 
tween buying Russian friendship on 
a sliding scale of charges (to which 
we are not privy), or the recovery 
of Western Europe. The former I 
believe, offers us a short relief from 
the present international tension— 
about the length of time, I would 
say, that was afforded by the pre- 
sentation to Hitler of the Sudeten- 
land. The latter is the long way 
home and the: less attractive. It is 
the only one, I am convinced, which 
would afford any hope to the peoples 
of Western Europe, to say nothing 
about those of Eastern Europe who 
dare not voice their opinions. 


COMMUNITY 
SCHOOL IS 
JULIANA’S CHOICE 


SIDELIGHT on Princess 
Juliana’s outlook is revealed by 
her reaction to the problem of her 
children’s education. Instead of 
sending the young princesses to a con- 
ventional school for the rich, Hol- 
land’s new Regent entered them in the 
progressive school at Bilthoven run 
by Kees Bouke, a skilled educator 
noted for his hatred of war and 
authoritarianism, 
When the subject of the princesses’ 
matriculation was first broached to 
the school, the faculty were pleased, 
but felt that certain things must be 
made clear. ‘“ Our main building for 
the accommodation of students was 
ruined during the war,” they told the 
Royal mother, “and the only pro- 
visions we can offer are of the most 
frugal sort.” To which Juliana re- 
plied in effect: “ Don’t let that worry 
you at all. I want my children to 
live simply, like most others in the 
present-day world.” 
_Once more, there was still a ques- 
tion in the minds of the teaching 
staff. They told Juliana: “In our 
school’ every child without exception 
is expected to perform a share of the 
menial work involved in a co-operative 
community life.’ Answered Juliana: 
“ That’s exactly what I want for my 
children.” As a result, the school’s 
prestige hag shot up — and so has 
Juliana’s. 


—Worldover Press. 


“We have learnt of friends who want to stop war” 


PoW’s NEWCASTLE CONCERT 


AT the invitation of the Newcastle- 
+* on-Tyne War Resisters’ Group, 
the orchestra and choir of the Darras 
Hall PoW Camp gave a programme 
of German music and folk-songs to a 
highly appreciative audience at New- 
eastle-on-Tyne on Nov. 22. 


John Morley, Chairman of the 
Group, welcomed the visitors, and 
hoped that their experience during 
the war and as prisoners had shown 


FOOD AND OIL| 


— Key to world 
peace, say M.P.s 


“<TINHE World’s Food,’” said the 

- Chairman at the National Peace 
Council meeting on Nov. 12, “is a 
very relevant subject for this meet- 
ing.” Not only that week were the 
British people experiencing potato 
rationing for the first time, but more 
significantly, Sir John Boyd Orr, 
President of the NPC, was also 
Director-General of the Food and 
Agricultural Organisation. The ad- 
dress was given by Sir Arthur Salter, 
M.P 


In the speaker’s view, it was most 
necessary to get back as soon as possi- 
ble to an unrestricted supply of bread 
and potatoes: commodities which then 
would act as a safety valve for any 
inefficiencies or inequalities in the 
rest of the rationing system. For the 
long term future, the FAO was watch- 
ing and planning ahead. 

EAST-WEST RELATIONS 

Maurice Edelman, M.P., spoke at the 
Nov. 19 meeting on the functional ap- 
proach to world organisation and 
world peace. Since the ending of the 
war a complication had arisen because 
of the division of Europe, and in a 
sense of the world, into two. We 
don’t want the functional co-operation 
of the West, nor the functional co- 
operation of the East, but the func- 
tional co-operation of the world as 
conceived in 1945, when an agency 
like the FAO wag set up. He in- 
stanced the European Coal Organis- 
ation as a successful expression of 
this new type of relationship between 
states taking the place of the old re- 
lationship based upon power. 

It is interesting to note that whils* 
Russia has been trying to consolidate 
her position in Europe by means of 
certain strategic forward movements, 
at the same time, in relation to those 
powers called ‘ satellites,’ she has been 
carrying out a process of functional 
co-operation avith the idea of using 
her resources and the resources of 
those countries for their mutual 
benefit. 

We find that the points of conflict 
are not essentially frontiers them- 
selves, but are represented by specific 
resources that are coveted. One 
obvious example is the oi! of the 
Middle East. A large number of dis- 
interested people are now advancing 
the idea of a Middle East Oil Cor- 
poration under UNO. 

“T believe myself,” went on Mr. 
Edelman, “that the conception of 
world government ‘is unhappily a very 
remote one.” Instead, he pinned his 
hopes to the possibility of creating, at 
the danger points of the world, joint 
functional agencies of all whose inter- 
ests were involved, when some of the 
major causes of war would automatic- 
ally disappear. 


TEN YEARS AGO 


From Peace News, November 27, 1937. 


The award of the 1987 Nobel Peace 
Prize to Lord Cecil of Chelwood is a 
recognition of his many years’ work 
on behalf of the “peace through the 
League”? ideal. 

Lord Cecil ig the only British Min- 
ister to have resigned office because 
he considered the Government was be- 
traying the League. 

* * % 

Comment from the following in the 
Daily Telegraph, Nov. 22 is unneces- 
sary. Leghorn, Sunday. 

A large destroyer, the Taschent, 
built for the Russian Government 
in the Orland Odero Derni shipyard 
near here, was launched at a private 
ceremony this morning. _ 

The vessel flew an Italian flag, 
and was blessed by a Catholic 
priest.—Reuter. 


them the absolute futility of attempt- 
ing to achieve anything by means of 
war. Emphasising the inhumanity 
of war, and its demoralising effect 
upon the people of the world, he 
pointed out that members of the vic- 
torious side were suffering morally an 
even greater degradation than the 
vanquished. 

Jonn Morley said: “I have a sense 
of shame that the British Government 
has the inhumanity to have kept you 
here so long after the conclusion of 
hostilities. I have some fellow-feeling 
with you, as I know the irksomeness 
of imprisonment through personal ex- 
perience. I know how frustrated a 
man can feel whose liberty is cur- 
tailed.” 

The highlights of the concert were 
the delightful Schubert songs inter- 
preted with feeling by Max Schindler, 
tenor, who infused the colour of life 
and love into Schubert’s words; and 
the fine singing of German folk-songs 
by the choir. Merion should be made 
of Guido Rauch, who arranged the 
programme, and showed his musician- 
ship in his conducting of the choir 
and orchestra, Humorous sketches 
and recitations contributed by PPU 
members and friends seemed to go 
down well. 

Alfred Reczkowsky, on behalf of the 
PoWs, said how glad they were to be 
there, and to get to know British 
people and form friendships. To pre- 
vent the destruction of civilisation by 
further war, we must create friend- 
ship ai] over the world. He ended by 
saying, “ When we go home next year, 
we shall know that we have found 
here in England friends, and have 
Jearnt of friends in other countries 
who want to stop war and bring right 
relationships between people.” 


FAMILY SERVICE UNITS 


(THE inaugural public meeting of 

Manchester and Salford Family 
Service Unit was held in the Man- 
chester Town Hall on Tuesday, Nov. 
18. An attendance of 200 heard an 
address by the Rt. Hon. Lord Balfour 
of Burleigh, in which he described 
how he became interested in the avork 
of the Pacifist Service Units. The 
Lord Mayor of Manchester presided, 
and the Mayor of Salford also at- 
tended. 


“A film that iy refreshing in ite moral 


courage | and , pacifist assertion of human 
dignity. This | was Richard Winnington’s 
summing up, \in the News Chronicle, of 


““Monsieur Verdoux,”’ Chaplin’s new film. 


Consultations by appointment 


TOM KEELL WOLFE 


Registered Naturopath 


Graduate of Edinburgh School 
Natural Therapeutics 


Promenade, Cheltenham, 
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Do not delay ordering your 
PPU 


Christmas Cards 


—=—. 


of 


21 Gloa. 


Six attractive and colourful designs 
at prices from 8d. to 5d. each, cam- 
plete with envelopes. 


2/- 
on sale at 


PPU PEACE NEWS 


SIX SAMPLES POST FREE 


HOUSMANS 


post orders to 
Peace News 3 Blackstock Road N.4 


or your area distributor as under 


SOUTH WESTERN BIRMINGHAM 
Alan Mister, Lans- Duncan Whiteman, 
bury, Holeaombe 42 Brentford Road, 
Rogus, Wellington, King’s Heath, Bir 
Somerset. mingham. 
LEICESTER LANCASHIRE 
Iris Martin, 9 Stan- Peace Pledge Union, 
fell Rd., Leicester. 41 John Dalton St. 


$ Blackstock Rd., London, N.4, ” 
 eagrag pede » DLtd. Printed by Clifford 
Printing Co. (T.U.), Londoa, N.16. 


